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This Is how Kristianstad is being
protected against flooding

W T For centuries Kristianstad has been threatened by flooding. Lar-
|- e Iy ge parts of the fown centre lie only a couple of metres above

R sea level. Other parts actually lie below sea level. This is also where

™\ 1 Sweden’s lowest point is to be found - 2.41 metres below sea level.

, \*e— — In February 2002 Kristianstad came close to a catastrophe. A rapid
N el snow melt in the province of Smdaland caused River Helge & to rise
Y —— L rapidly. The old protective levee round Lake Hommarsjon threate-
e ned to collapse. On that occasion an emergency rescue opera-

fion to reinforce the levees with 50,000 tons of crushed rock saved
| the town of Kristianstad.

It then became obvious that comprehensive measures were ne-
cessary in the long-term fo proftect important social functions and
el residential areas. Preparations had already been made. Now de-

cisions were made 1o Invest In new protective levees and pumping
LAKE HAMMARSION « stations.

O O Pumping stations

e Levees complete in 2008 Thanks to the large remaining areas of meadows along the river,
e Ruees o be bull pa flooding is not as extreme as along ofher rivers, where these wet-

lands have been removed. This may be considered as an eCcosys-
fem service.

The map above shows the levees and pumping statfions being builf. The levees eqst

of the river were completed in 2008. The levees west of the river will be completed Since 2008 Kristianstad eqast Of The river Is considera b|y better ore-

bout 2012, : L
e pared to cope with extreme weather conditions. In total 4.5 km of
new levees have been built, which can resist the highest possible
The maps below shows the areas aft risk of being flooded af maximum water level if - -
the levees are not holding (leff) and if all levees are built and holding (right). water level. Effects of tufure climate Chomge have been conside-
s, R o sr—— T red. In 2009 work will begin on extending protection west of River
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Helge a. A 5 km long levee will be built.
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The large levee along Lake Hammarsjon.

After extiremely heavy rain, there is a risk that low-lying areas be-
hind The levees may be flooded. For this reason, six large pumping
stations will be built or reinforced in order to liff water out intfo River
Helge a.
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When all of the measures are completed around 2012, one of
Sweden’s greatest levee projects of modern times will have been
carried out, at a cost of approximately SEK 200 million. Kristianstad
Sa skyddas Kristianstad mot dversvémningar will then have a long-term protection against flooding.

Kristianstad har under &rhundraden hotats av éversvémningar. Stora delar av Sversvamningsmarker invallats eller tagits bort. Man kan sdga att véatmarkerna

centrum ligger endast ett par meter dver havet. Vissa delar av staden ligger bjuder samhdllet pd& en vardefull ekosystemtjcinst.

faktiskt under havsnivan. Har finns Sveriges I&gsta markpunkt - 2,41 meter un-

der havsytan, Fran ar 2008 star Kristianstad dster om Helge & betydligt bdattre rustad for att
mota extrema vaderférhdllanden. Sammmanlagt har 4,5 km nya vallar byggts

| februari 2002 var Kristianstad ndra en katastrof. Kraftig sndsmdaltning i Smdéland  som kan std emot den hégsta ténkbara vattennivan, dven med tanke pd fram-

gjorde aft Helge & steg kraftigt. Den gamla skyddsvallen mot Hammarsjén ho- tida klimatférandringar. 2009 inleddes arbetet med att skydda staden vaster om

tade att brista. En akut r&iddningsinsats dér vallarna foérstérktes med 50 000 ton  Helge &. H&r kommer samsnmanlagt 5 km vallar att byggas.

stenkross réddade Kristianstad den gdngen.
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Vid extremt regn finns en risk for att Idgldnta omrdden bakom skyddsvallarna
Nu stod det klart att omfattande &tgdarder var nddvandiga for att pd 1ang sikt Oversvammas. Darfor byggs eller forstarks sex stora pumpstationer som lyfter ut

skydda viktiga samhdilisfunktioner och bostadsomréden. Forberedelser hade vatten fill Helge &.
redan inletts. Nu fattades beslut om investeringar i skyddsvallar och pumpsta-
tioner. Nar samtliga atgérder ér klara omkring ér 2012 har ett av Sveriges stérsta invall-

ningsprojekt i modern tid genomforts till en kostnad av cirka 200 miljoner kronor.
Tack vare att stora omréden med stranddngar har bevarats blir &versvémning-  Kristianstad har dd ett I&dngsiktigt skydd mot dversvémningar,

arna utmed Helge & nfe s& extrema som vid anda vattendrag ddr sédana The levee close to the protected weflands north of the fown cenfre.
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